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sources of his splendid private library. Senor Carlos Ber-
guido, Jr., Coordinator of Shipping for the Panamanian
Embassy in Washington, and Consul General of Panama
in Philadelphia, has also given greatly valued assistance
and advice, and read and criticized the manuscript. Mr.
Harley Xotter, Special Advisor to the U. S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State for United Nations Affairs, was also very
helpful and made recommendations which proved fruitful
in research. Also in the State Department, the author was
given very great assistance by Mr. William Burton So wash,
of the Panamanian desk, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Inter-American Affairs, Middle American Affairs, Cen-
tral America and Panama Division, and by Mr. Robert A.
Thayer, of the Division of Civil Aviation.
Many thanks must also be given to Lieutenant Com-
mander George A. Brackett, USN, to Lieutenant William
Miller, USNR, and to Lieutenant George Busby, USNR,
who used their own time and personal automobiles to take
the author far and wide through Panama and the Canal
Zone, and made it possible for him to study the country
and mingle with all sorts and conditions of people. The
writer is also indebted to a number of Panamanian friends
who arranged introductions and interviews and extended
the hospitality of their homes and clubs. Above all he
will remember the friendly interest taken in his labors
by his late Excellency, Don Domingo Diaz Arosemena,
President of Panama and venerable statesman of the Re-
public. This friendship dated from the time of the author's
service as a U. S. naval officer in World War II.
A word of appreciation goes to the attaches of the
Archivo Nacional, in Panama City, where the distin-
guished scholar, Juan Antonio Susto, has helped to create
an atmosphere favorable to historical research; to cus-
todians of records at the 15th Naval District, Balboa,